Newsletter 4
Friday, December 2, 2011

Dear Parents,
1.
Parent Teacher Meetings: concluded yesterday, and again this year, we were delighted to 
see so many parents giving priority to meeting their child’s teacher. If, for whatever 
reason, you couldn’t make it, please be assured that all teachers are available throughout 
the year to discuss your child’s progress by calling the school office and making an 
appointment.
2.
Swimming Classes: for 3rd Class finished up last Tuesday, and were very successful. 
Certificates of Participation will be delivered from the Mount Wolseley instructors shortly to 
all groups who have participated so far this year.

Swimming for 2nd Class will begin next Tuesday, December 6th - 31st January 2012.
3.
Annual Book Fair: was a great success again this year.  We will receive books to the value of 
€600 to update all class libraries, which is a great help to the school .Many thanks to all 
parents for your support. 
4.
Paired Reading: We are re-visiting our Paired reading programme this month, where 4th 
class students are paired with 1st class readers on 3 afternoons a week. The senior pupils 
share their reading expertise with their junior colleagues .It is proving very popular with both 
groups. Parents of both groups have received information on the programme. Thanks to Ms 
O’Brien who is co-coordinating.
5.
Soccer Skills Training: in conjunction with Carlow Institute of Technology students is 
finished today for 1st & 2nd Class.  It will resume in February for 3rd & 4th Class.
6.
Green Schools Committee: are sending out a survey on Water consumption.  This 
information will be used by the children when applying for our next Green Flag.
7.
Confirmation Programme: next Mass will take place on Wednesday 7th December @ 7.30 in 
Rathoe Church.

8.
Parents Voluntary Contribution: Many thanks to all families who have contributed this year.

8.
Children’s Hygiene: It has come to our attention that there is a problem with head lice in 
some classes.  Please check your child/ren’s hair this weekend and treat accordingly.
9.
Christmas Activities:

a.
Hallelujah Concert – Monday 12th December – families involved will be informed of 

plans for the day.

b.
Plans are well underway for our Christmas Performances which will take place on 

Tuesday December 20th at 1pm in Rathoe Church.  Teachers will be in touch with 

you regarding costumes and everyone is very much looking forward to 
the 


occasion.

c.
Santa’s Visit: Santa will make his annual visit to Rathoe NS children on 


Wednesday 21st December.

d.
Nursing Home Visit: Glendale Nursing Home have again invited Rathoe school 


children to visit the residents for Christmas.  Members of 3rd class along with some 

Irish dancers from Emily Kirwan’s School will entertain our senior citizens on 


Wednesday December 13th - More details will be given to those attending.


Many thanks to Larry Earle who is sponsoring transport.
10.
We received great news recently that following a request for sponsorship for our violin 
project, now running in two classes, Merck Sharp and Dohme have kindly donated €1000 to 
help us provide an accomplished violin teacher and to continue to provide the opportunity, 
for children who otherwise might never get it, to play a musical instrument. We hope that 
MSD will continue this support into the future.
11.
BOM News: The term of office of our current BOM has drawn to a close and we wish to 
acknowledge the members for their dedication and interest in our school over the past four 
years. 

The New Board has been formed and the Parents Representatives on the Board were re-
elected un-opposed at the recent Parents Association AGM: they are Chris Lester and 
Majella Kennedy.

The following are the other 6 members who make up the New Board 2011-2015.

PJ Haskins (Chairman)


Bláthnaid McDermott (Principal and Secretary to the Board)


Fr Howard PP (Patron’s Representative)


Erika Doyle (Teacher’s Representative) Caitriona O’Connor (Community Representative)


John Behan (Community Representative)
12.
Land Purchase: One of the last acts of the outgoing board was to sanction the purchase of, 
in conjunction with the parish, the piece of land adjoining the school, from Mr Paddy Egan. 
This is very important in planning for the needs of the school in the future, and we look 
forward to working with parents and all the stakeholders in our school community to bring 
about the best outcomes for its use.

I nGairdín Dé
It was with great sadness that we heard on Wednesday 30th November of the passing of Mrs Betty Maher, former teacher here at Rathoe NS.  Mrs Maher began her teaching years here in Rathoe in 1971.  She was Deputy Principal from 1989 to 2000, Betty would have taught many of our parents over her 29 years.  She was an excellent colleague and a dedicated and hardworking teacher and cared deeply for all.  She will be sadly missed.  We offer our sincerest condolences to her family.  Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a h-anam dílis. (Submitted by Mr Pat Folan)
Le meas

Bláthnaid McDermott

Principal

