Newsletter 6

Thursday, February 9th, 2012.

Dear Parents,

Our New Board of Management is now in place for the next four years 2011-2015.  The Board runs the school on behalf of the Patron of our Diocese and in accordance with Department of Education rules. It is a corporate body, meaning that the Board acts as one unit in carrying out the business of the school.
The board is made up of 8 members: Patron’s nominees, Teacher Representatives, Parent Representatives and Community Representatives as follows: Chairman Mr PJ Haskins, Fr Brendan Howard, Ms Bláthnaid McDermott, Ms Erika Doyle, Ms Majella Kennedy, Mr Chris Lester, Ms Caitriona O’Connor and Mr John Behan. Caitriona and Erika are new to the Board and we wish them and all members well for their 4 year term, and thank them for giving their time voluntarily for the benefit of Rathoe NS. 
Soccer coaching will commence with Carlow IT students for 3rd & 4th classes on Friday 24th February, for 4 weeks.

GAA coaching will commence on Wednesday 29th February for 1st and 2nd Class.

Clothing Collection Please find attached to this newsletter a flyer regarding a Clothing Collection drive which we will be running next week. All bags can be left in the All Purpose room any day between now and next Wednesday, February 14th. The school will benefit financially. Please support.

Swimming classes for 1st class commenced yesterday Tuesday 7th February until March 13th. Parents are reminded that Aquatics is part of the PE Curriculum, and children cannot opt out unless there is a medical reason why they are unable to attend, which should be submitted in writing to the child’s teacher. We are also asking that any families who have any outstanding swimming bills from 2nd, 3rd or 4th Class swim sessions would fix up with Tracey in the office as soon as possible, to enable us to pay our bus bills. Many thanks.

Parents Association News We are holding our annual Race Night in conjunction with the Fighting Cocks G.F.C. this year on Friday 02nd March 2011 at 9.00 p.m. in Leinster Hills Golf Club. A slip to purchase a horse for €10 (which will be entered into the race card on the night) has been sent out to all families and the parents association committee members are also selling horses. If you are in a position to purchase a horse we would be very grateful for your support and should your horse win on the night you will receive €20.
Also, if you or your employers are in a position to sponsor a race this can be done by making a financial donation, which can be left into the school office or to any of the committee members. All sponsors names will be noted on the night.

Again this year there will be a Best Dressed Lady Competition and we hope to see you there on Friday 02nd March as this is a great social occasion and a great night out is guaranteed.(submitted by Tom Brophy)
Science Event We are hoping to run a full days Science activity for 3rd to 6th Class in early March here at the school. This will form part of our Preparation for our Science Fair later in the year, and will tie in very well with our Green Schools Committee’s quest for our 3rd Green Flag, and our entry in the Discovery Science Project. The cost per pupil will be €2. More information to follow.

First Penance for 2nd Class will take place on Tuesday 6th March 2012 at 7.30pm. Next Communion Mass will take place on 11th March 2012. Reminder: Some children have yet to bring in their Baptismal Certificates.  Please supply a copy as soon as possible.
Confirmation Next Mass takes place on Wednesday 7th March @ 7.30pm. All boys and girls have been measured for their albs and we have sent in the order. The cost per alb is €15. Please forward to class teachers Mr Browne and Ms Moore in an envelope marked Alb and your child’s name by Wednesday February 15th next.

Community Games Handwriting and Art Competition Qualifiers 

Congratulations and well done to Sean Quinlan, 3rd Class who represented Ballon-Rathoe Area in the handwriting competition recently.

Well done also to Dylan O’Reilly, Joshua Kennedy, Amy Brennan, Ruth Brennan, Sean Brennan, Lachlan O’Byrne, Eoin Brophy, Kyron Maher, Michelle Eustace, Aoibhinn Quinn, Abbie Roche, Ciarán Haskins, Emma & Sarah Kennedy, Kirstie Maher, Jessica Byrne, and Shane O’Byrne – Best of Luck to them all next Saturday in the County Finals.
World Book Day is on March 1st this year. In conjunction with this initiative we will be running a Book Club during the month of March. Each child will receive a Brochure with books for sale and a Book token to the value of €1.50. There is no obligation to purchase. Children can also swop books they already own with their friends. We will be encouraging lots of reading activities in the school during the month and we hope you will follow it up by encouraging reading for fun at home too.
Fruit Scheme New Fruit Scheme will commence on Monday 20th February until Friday 30th March.  If you wish your child to receive a piece of fruit daily, please detach the form below and return to the school by Wednesday 15th February.
Energy Saving Tip We had a visit today from Hans van de Ven (Green Schools Dev Officer).  He met with the Committee to see how they are getting on with the “Water Theme”.  We plan to dedicate the Month of March to the “Water Theme” as our application for our next Green Flag has to be submitted by the 30th March 2012.
Dates for Diary:
 
16th & 17th February – Mid Term



20th February – School finishes at 2pm to facilitate a Staff Meeting.




16th March: Ceili Mor sa Chlos




Finally, Mr Pat Folan celebrated a fairly momentous event on January 9th last, on the occasion of his 30th year teaching the young children of Rathoe NS. The Parents Association and the BOM marked the occasion with tokens of their appreciation for his years of dedication and service, and we all wish him continued health and happiness for the future.

Le meas

Bláthnaid McDermott

Principal
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WEBUY WE BUY CLOTHES.IE

TEAMING UP WITH YOUR SCHOOL




A Clothing drive will take place to raise much needed funds for the school.  Extra funds are needed due to a lack of government funding and any help is much appreciated.

If you have any old clothes to recycle then please return them to the school in a bag by Tuesday 14th February 2012
The school will receive .80cent per kg and all proceeds will go directly to the school.

Please do not include bed clothes, linens, towels, curtains or shoes.

Clothes must be clean & dry.

Please donate as much as you can and encourage friends and family to participate too.

You can fill as many bags as you wish - more clothes means more money!

Thank you for participating in our clothing drive!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fruit Scheme
I wish my child__________________________________________________________

(Full Name)

Class

___________________________________________________________

We would like to part-take in the fruit scheme from Monday 20th February until Friday 30th March. I enclose €7 towards the cost.

Parent’s Signature: __________________________________________
